BC First Nations Recycling Initiative
2020 IN REVIEW
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ABOUT US

In British Columbia, product stewardship agencies Return-It, Health Products Stewardship Association,
finance the cost of recycling certain products. In Major Appliance Recycle Roundtable, Qutdoor
2020, ten of these agencies participated in the First Power Equipment Institute of Canada, Recycle BC,
Nations Recycling Initiative, a program specifically and Tire Stewardship of BC.

focused on collaborating with Indigenous The First Nations Recycling Initiative (FNRI) was
communities interested in participating with these created in 2017 and recently completed its fourth
stewardship agencies’ recycling programs. year of operations. A First Nations Field Services
The following stewardship programs partnered in Specialist, Tim Jones, is dedicated to continuing to
the First Nations Recycling Initiative during 2020: raise awareness of the initiative, offer resources to
Call2Recycle, Canadian Battery Association, Electro support recycling, and organize community
Recycle, Electronic Products Recycling Association, collection events.

COMMUNITY VISITS

COVID-19 restricted the ability to travel safely and thoughtfully through most of the year. When and where
possible, Tim was able to complete 20 visits to 16 different communities on Vancouver Island and the
southern part of the province:

| Gw?sala-'Nakwaxda'xw Nation | | Seton Lake Band (Teal'alh) |

/.

[ Little Shuswap Lake Indian Band (LSLIB) |

| Wei Wai Kum (Campbell River) First Nation |

[ Ahousant First Nation | [ Squamish Nation | [ Ste'ailes Nation | |_Penticton Indian Band |
»
[Toquaht First Nation [ | Stz'uminus First Nation | o ®~{ Seabird Island Band |
= e emon \0 | Leq'a:mel First Nation |

| Huu-ay-aht First Nation }/. O\i\ Penelakut Indian Band |

[ Ditidant First Nation | | Cowichan Tribes |

Tim was also able to collaborate with the following Regional Districts:

¢ Mount Waddington ¢ Columbia-Shuswap
e Strathcona e Alberni-Clayoquot

When not possible to travel in person, correspondence was done through video meetings, emails and
phone calls.




COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK

In addition, an online survey was created seeking information from Indigenous communities throughout BC.
This survey provided three main objectives:

e Collect information on a community’s recycling program and identify any locations where there may be a
quantity of material for collection, or interest by a community to become a stewardship program collector;

e Gain feedback on how aware each Nation is of the FNRI, now that it has been active for four years;

e Offer a chance to annually receive feedback from community waste management representatives on how
FNRI can support their efforts.

The FNRI received submissions from 39 Indigenous communities across BC. From these responses, 31%
had prior awareness of FNRI, mainly through in-person visits from the FNRI representative or through email
communications. The following percentage of respondents were also interested in the FNRI Field Services
representative contacting them to arrange:

AP 0O D J AN
Al\lglll(\:TKEII}g’AL O DISC IN-PERSON

ORE OPTIO VISIT

55% 0 A 41.5%

*Another 53.7% are not welcoming visitors at this time due to COVID-19, but would be interested once
visitors are welcome again

COLLECTION EVENTS

Though limited this year, the FNRI was able to facilitate a couple of collection events, primarily for a quantity
of tires and large appliances.

- Takla Nation: 250 tires, 4191 kg large appliances (37 fridges and freezers)

- Leg’amel Nation: 100 tires




PARTNERSHIPS & COLLABORATIONS

The FNRI continues its collaboration with Indigenous Services Canada (ISC), meeting on a quarterly basis,
and the Indigenous Zero Waste Technical Advisory Group (IZWTAG) to exchange information. Al
organizations share in the goal of increasing recycling access across Indigenous communities within BC.

The FNRI was also featured in IZWTAG’s December 2020 Merganser newsletter:
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The FNRI is always looking for opportunities to partner with more stewardship agencies and organizations

with shared objectives.

RESOURCES & CONTACT INFORMATION

New resources are continually being created to provide further awareness of the initiative. These resources
can be accessed on our website, at RecycleBC.ca/First-Nations-Recycling-Initiative.

Visit our website to access:

e Our newly created brochure with a program overview

¢ An in-depth resource guide with details on how best to set up a recycling program and description of
each participating stewardship program

e Guidelines on how to organize a collection event in partnership with the FNRI

To contact the FNRI, reach us at info@fnri.ca.

THANKS TO OUR PARTICIPATING STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM PARTNERS!
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